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Editor’s pPage
BAGHDATI

A TALE OF TWO CASTLES

Sometimes love of the motherland starts with the impressions received when one
encounters nature, goes hiking, or strolling, or hears exciting legends and colorful sto-
ries told by old folks.

Baghdatiis the place where you will fall in love with Georgia again: it is a small town
with picturesque landscapes, distinguished by multiplicity of cultural and historical
sites. In Baghdati not only can you relax at balneological resorts of Sairme and Zekari,
cool down with the breeze of relict oak and zelkova woods blowing from Ajameti, try
Tsitska, Krakhuna,Dzelshavi, Tsolikouri produced in local wineries and wine plants and/
or brandy cellared in barrels for years, see amazing waterfalls and canyons, but you
can also visit Baghdati.

Museum of Local Lore, find out about the rich treasure of medieval fortresses, church-
es and monasteries. It is the place where, as the tradition holds, Andrew the First Called
came to western Georgia via Zekari Pass, preached Christian faith and erected one
of the first crosses on the highest point of the pass (this place is still referred to as ‘Rkinis
Jvari’ —aniron cross). Baghdatiis the place whose sky inspired Vladimir Mayakovski, a
famous Baghdati-born poet, writer, director and playwright to the end of his days:

“1 A INDEBTED TO YOU, THE SKY OF BAGHDATI,

AND YOU, BRIGHT LIGHTS OF BROADWAY!”

The poet’s house-museum is still attended by many visitors.

Baghdati is situated in Imereti, in central part of Georgia. Anyone visiting a strange
city or village, is initially interested in the history of its founding and the ancient attrac-
tions. | will start introducing the history of Baghdati in the same way. The artifacts evi-
denced on the territory of Baghdati prove that land farmers had settled here as early
as the Late Bronze Age, but the toponym ‘Baghdati is mentioned in sources from the
17th century. There are a few interesting opinions about founding this town. Ruins of
an ancient castle have survived at the place where the metropolitan residence of
Baghdadiis situated; it was here that the Turks had Baghdati (Tkhmeli) Fortress built. The
version of founding Tkhmeli Fortress is the most popular and exciting.
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The fortress is first mentioned by Vakhushti Bagrationi in his work ‘Description of the
Kingdom of Georgia’, where he writes:

““.ABOVE VARTSIKHE THE€ RIONI RIVER IS Joinebp BY THE
KHANISTSKALLIT FLOWS FROIM PERSATI, TOWARDS THE NORTH
AND JOINS THE RIONI. o THIS LOCATION THE OTTOMANS BUILT
A CASTLE FROM THE ALDER (TKHMELA 1IN GEORGIAN) IN 1703.

THEREFORE, THE GEORGIANS CALLED IT TKHMELI, AND THeN IT
WAS FIRST NAMMeD BAGHDATI WHEN THeY BUILT A FORTRESS FROIM
IMORTARED STONE. NOW THE OTTOINANS AREC CAMPED HERE AND
TRADE €VERYTHING, €SPECIALLY THE CAPTIVES.”

Baghdati (Tkhmeli) Fortress was erected on the hill situated east of the Khanistska-
li River. It is highly likely that it had a strategic function. The roads coming out of the
Khanistskali and Sakrauli valleys, ‘Amilakhvris Serion the east, ‘Tsikhe-Keli, the hill of Dim-
na Fortress, as well as the road leading to Kutaisi and Ajameti forest were perfectly
visible from this point. Therefore, it is not surprising that the first settlement would have
emerged near Baghdati Fortress and would have been given the name of a fortress
sifuated near Baghdati. However, based on a Russian source, Zurab Tolordava, scien-
tific researcher of Bagdadhi Museum of Local Lore, does not exclude another version,
which casts doubt on the first suggestion. According to this version, in November 1660,
on returning toAstrakhan from Imereti, lvan Fyodorov, one of the members of the Rus-
sian ambassadorialmission, in his report presented to Russian officials describes the po-
litical situation of the Kingdom of Imereti created in 1660:

“..PRESENTLY, THE COUNTRY OF IMERETI IS CONTROLLED BY THIS
GOVERNOR (PRESUMABLY, COMMANDER OF INERETI ZAAL TSCRETE-
LI -2.T.) AND LIPARTELIANI, RULER OF THE COUNTY OF THE DADIANIS..
THIS GOVERNOR LIVES IN KUTAISI, WHILE THE TURKISH SOLDIERS ARE

BASED IN THE SAIME IMERETI. THEe VIZICR OF THE OTTOMAN SULTAN
IS CAMPED IN BAGHDATI FORTRESS TOGETHER WITH HIS SOLDIERS TO
HELP THE GOVERNOR BECAUSE THIS GOVERNOR AND THE RULER OF
THE COUNTY OF THE DADIANIS, LIPARTELIANI, BECAINE VASSALS OF
THE SULTAN...”




If we summarize these two opinions, then Vakhushti's date of establishing the fortress
(1703) indicates the time when the castle was reinforced or annexed with a fortification
construction to it. As is known, Baghdati Fortress had two towers. According to Vakhu-
shti, in 1720 an influential Imeretian nobleman Simon Abashidze invited King Giorgi VI
of Imereti to Baghdati Fortress and during the feast had him murdered by his servants.
According to sources,during his campaign in Imereti, General Totleben besieged Bagh-
dati Fortress together with King Solomon | of Imereti in late June 1770; however, the Rus-
sian general failed to liberate the fortress from the Ottomans. The garrison made up of
30 janissaries surrendered only on intervention of Queen Mariam, wife of Solomon I, who
promised the Ottomans to save their lives in return for ceding the fortress. Baghdati Mu-
seum of Local Lore still preserves two unexploded bombs of Totleben's artillery, which
were found near the fortress in the 1960s.

Later, on the order of Solomon |, in the 1770s the fortress of Baghdati was destroyed
in order to avoid accomplishing statute 23 of Kuchuk-Kainarki treaty, which conferred
the Turks the right to occupy important fortresses of Imereti. Even later, according to
sources, because of proximity to the border of Akhaltsikhe Pashalik, Baghdati (Tkhmeli)
Fortress became the gathering and trading point of the captives driven from Zemo
and Kvemo Imereti, from where the Ottomans transferred the captives to Akhaltsikhe
through the Zekari Valley.

A lot of information is provided about Baghdati and the life and culture of its residents
in the work of a French diplomat, traveler and merchant Jacques Francois Gamba
-‘Journey in Western Georgia’ (1821-23). It is the time when Russians begin to establish
their rule over western Georgia.

Gamba writes:

‘We LEFT THE POST OF THE VARTSIKHE COSSACKS BRIGHT AND €ARLY
AND HEADED FOR BAGHDATI, WHICH IS AT A DISTANCE OF 15 VERST FROIM
HERe. We eNnTeReD AJAMETI FOREST, WHICH €XTenbs To TKHMeLI FOR-
TRESS AND ARRIVED I BAGHDATI. BAGHDATI US€ED TO B€ A SMALL TOWN
UNDER THE TURKISH GOVERNANCE. A GARRISON OF 100 JANISSARIES
WERe CAMPED IN ITS FORTRESS. AT THE TIMe IT WAS A BUSTLING PLACE

FUNCTIONING AS A MARKET AND A STORAGE FOR THE TURKS AND THE POP-
ULATION OF IMERETI. FOLLOWING ITS CONQUEST BY RUSSIA THEReE IS NO
IMARKET AND NO TRADERS HERE ANY MORE. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUARAN-
Tine POINT BeYOND THE KHANISTSKALI RIVER,OPPOSITE THE FORTRESS
WAS SUFFICIENT FOR THE LOCALS TO GET RID OF THE MUSLIINS AND CEASE
ANY RELATIONSHIP WITH THEM. TODAY THERE ARE ABOUT 30 HOouSeS In
BAGHHDATI WHERE PEASANTS LIVe.
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olne oF THeSe HOUSES IS OCCUPIED BY A GREEK WHO IS THE comPANIon
OF THE VODKA DISTILLERY WHICH SUPPLIES THe RUSSIAN ARMY DEPLOYED
N IMERETI WITH VODKA. THEe GRe€K HAS A VODKA DISTILLERY eQuIPPED
WITH TWO DeVvICeS AND UsesS LOCAL WINneS AS RAW PRODUCT. THE LOCAL
WINe IS VERY STRONG, IT IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND CHEAP. THE BAGHDATI
GARRISON COMPRISES 100 men.

THE OFFICERS GAVE US A WARIM weLcoine, INVITED US FOR BREAKFAST
AND ACCOMPANIED US TO THE FORTRESS WHICH IS A PLACE SURROUIND-
€D BY RAIMPART AND DRY STole WALLS; THE LATTER IS PLASTERED ONLY
WITH MuD AND TWO FALCONETS ARE PLACED ON IT. THE FORTRESS IS
BUILT ol THE BANKS OF THE KHANISTSKALI RIVER, AT THE BOTTOIM OF THE
MOUNTAINS WHICH SePARATE IMERETI FROM AKHALTSIKHE PASHALIK.”

However, in the mid-19th century, Tkhmeli Fortress loses its strategic importance, but,
in turn, the number of settflements gradually increase in its environs, especially to the
northwest. As for the etymology of the name ‘Baghdati’, present Baghdati is a later,
Georgianized version of Baghdad. There are several opinions about the etymology of
Baghdati, the most popular being the oral tradition according to which ‘Baghdadi’
stems from the word ‘baghi’(garden) which means a beautiful place. In fact, in Per-
sian ‘baga’ means ‘god’ and ‘dad’ — granted, i.e.‘granted by god. According to the
second version of the traditional etymology,the name ‘baghdadi’ is associated with a
woman's speckled headdress. Locals tell about this version with admiration and sup-
port their opinion with really spectacular landscapes,

Khanistskali serpentines and the Persati mountains that match the colorful headdress
mentioned above and easily convince you in the reality of this myth. Zurab Tolordava
considers the version of linguist Guram Bedoshvili the most believable, according to
which‘baghdadi’ is a Turkish word stemming from BAGDADI. The word has a double
meaning: one franslates as a wall made of plastered lathe, while the second mean-
ing denotes a separate wooden plank for building walls. In this case it is obvious that
Baghdadi, aka Baghdati, is received from a Turkish word and it points to the wooden
fence that surrounded Tkhmeli Fortress (G. Bedoidze ‘Explanatory-Etymological Dictio-
nary of Georgian Toponyms'2001). Regrettably, the territory of the fortress has not been
archaeologically examined.

Historically, the earliest place in Baghdati Municipality is Village Dimi. “Dimna”,
“Dimi"”, “Dmni" — these are how the fortress whose ruins are situated at the confluence
of the Sakraula and Khanistskali is referred to. Giorgi Tskitishvili was the first to trace the



fortress of Dimna (Dimi), the fortress is mentioned in sources by Mroveli and Vakhushfi.
‘The Life of Kings' reads: Parnavaz “sent one to rule the land from Likhi to the Egrisi Seq,
above the Rioni. And the same Parnavaz had two fortresses built: Shorapani and Dim-

na’.
‘Description of the Kingdom of Georgia’ says:

“EAST OF THE KHANISTSKALI AND SOUTH OF THE KVIRILA, ol THe
SLOPE OF PERSATI IS DIiNI, WHERE THE FIRST KING PARNAVAZ BUILT A
SOLID FORTRESS WHICH IS NOW A TOWN"” (LIF€ OF KARTLI 4: 752, 5-7).
IT IS THIS SOURCE THAT ALLOWED GIORGI TSKITISHVILI TO SUGGEST
THAT LeonTi MROVELI POINTS TO THE FORTRESS OF DIMNA. PRESUM-
ABLY, THE FORTRESS OF DIMNA HAD A STRATEGIC FUNCTION. THIS PRE-
SUMPTION IS SUPPORTED BY €XTREMELY convenienT GEOGRAPHI-
CAL SITUATION OF THE FORTRESS. IT CANNOT BE ACCIDENTAL THAT A
HARDLY ACCESSIBLE HILL AND THE CONFLUENCE OF TWO RIVERS WEReE
CHOSEN FOR THE PLACE TO BUILD THE FORTRESS OI.

THE ROADS RUNNING OVER THE VALLEY AND OUT OF IT (INCLUDING
ZEKARIPASS AND HISTORICAL ODZRKHI) WERE PERFECTLY CONTROLLED
FROIM THE FORTRESS. EQUALLY INTERESTING IS DIMNA’S SITUATION
NEAR VARDTSIKHE-RODOPOLIS, WHICH, AS IS KNOWI, WAS one OF THe
MOST INMPORTANT AND STRATEGIC CITIES OF EGRISI, WHERE AN INTER-
NATIONAL TRADE ROUTE RAIN THROUGHWHICH APPARENTLY IS IDENTI-
FIED WITH ‘SARKE MOUNT’ AND MUST STEM FROM IT. IT IS A SMARTLY
seLecTep NAMme FOR THIS PLACE AS IT PROVIDES THE VIEW OF THe
VAST COUNTRY JUST LIKE 1IN THE MIRROR".

Because of the limited circumference of the fortress (ca. 200 m), it is more considered
to be an observation point or that for warning. Byzantine sources do not provide any
accounts about Dimna. Interestingly, Dimna is not mentioned in the episodes of Egrisi of
the Iran-Byzantine war (542-562). Zurab Tolordava, the scientific researcher of Baghdati
Museum of Local Lore, suggests the following argument to explain this fact: “The fortress
of Dimna had been destroyed by the Lazis by the first centuries of the New Era; accord-
ing to another presumption, the fortress was destroyed by the Byzantines or Iranians
at the very beginning of the Iran-Byzantine war of 542-562 having an understandable
strategy for this — they did not want their rival to make use of its function (as is known
from historical sources, during the Iran-Byzantine war of Egrisi in 542-562 this method -

L5050 /é—m /mmﬁy/ ///'/y/g/;//w/



/(/‘rﬂ/g/‘ﬁw y% /7(’?0‘570

destroying captured fortresses —was repeatedly used by both Iranians and Byzantines”)
(see: historical feature “King Parnavaz’'s Activities and Dimna Fortress” 2017). However,
supposedly, at the beginning of the 18th century, the Ottomans restored the function
of observation of the fortress, but in 1774, after Kuchuk-Kainarji peace treaty, on the
order of King Solomon | of Imereti, Dimna Fortress was destroyed together with Tkhmeli
Fortress. A small section of the southern fence and remains of a square tower have
survived on the premises of the fortress. Smallsize blocks built with mortar and horizon-
tally arranged on the north-east wall are ascribed to the Middle Ages. As for the name
Dimna (Dimi), among a few suggestions there is an interesting version of Prof. Polikarpe
Jajanidze, according to which the original name of the place was ‘Jimana’. In Megreli-
an ‘jima’ means ‘brother’, while ‘na’ is the suffix forming a plural form: ‘Jimana (‘Jimna),
or the ‘place for brothers or blood relatives to live together’. As is known, in Parnavaz's
times the county of Argveta was populated by Colchian tribes. Over time, the Megre-
lian-Lazian sound ‘j’ was replaced by ‘d’, which is characteristic to the word formation
of Georgian language, and ‘Jimna’ became ‘Dimna’Excavations carried out on the
territory adjacent to the fortress revealed artifacts which largely belong to Hellenistic
and Late Roman epochs. It supports the source of Leonti Mroveli about Dimna. Pros-
pecting works conducted on the eastern slope of Dimi Fortress revealed fragments of
pofttery, pithoi and amphorae, burnt plaster, adobe, a bronze sequin. The artifacts dis-
covered in pit burials (iron spears, arrowheads, beads, ornaments, ladles, bowls) date
to approximately the first centuries. Twelve Colchian axes of the 14th -13th cc BC were
found in Dimi in 1939. Part of the artifacts are kept in N. Berdzenishvili Kutaisi State His-
torical Museum, the rest — in Baghdati Museum of Local Lore. Ruins of the fortress are
mostly covered with earth.

On the initiative of the Culture Department of Baghdati Municipal Administration,
cleaning works were conducted on the territory of Dimna Fortress. Its further study re-
quires archaeological intervention.

THEA KASHAKASHVILI

PHOTOS BE€LONG TO THE TRAVELERS CLUB “YAGUND”



b\sb\s Qégj/\dgbo«\sé

20 L5l 0.5 /é?v //vmﬁy/ /0/3/79////07./



/ﬁfa’g}‘ﬁw ym//) /fva‘ﬁy.o

V\B 96/\ /\men//{/\\S.

J9Mbs “dsmEsmyMm 3maogl” abEmmos xgMm oM 5730, A39b
dobo obEmMMool 30M3gmm BYMEmaol LHmMy sbmo, 2023 Hanols
30M3730M ©930LMSb ghooE 33N O MJNMsE gos3xb&nmn
Y5 35B7L0 dIMEIMNESL SbdMN FYMBSMOL EOdSEIOSL 3PENM B3
Logomonzgmmb!

“domsmymn 3m0o70L” obEmMmasls OomEsmMNls
d9bosn3omo@g@ol  gmomob, 3obo  9bndodgbosb  0bEgm3znyoon
300yg0m. dogMmod 3obodg Jomadal Juhgddo oz@n3smm, bomdo
30LMYBO300 BYAYMoLE YO byMoo gogmabong dombmdymMo
3079Mbs O doMELMYM 3MMMOEUL.

8\59 \SL)O/ 3/1/\/\5:5)/\ 3/\//1/;39@/\

dJomadol dgMmoolizgb 3g0m0madmfymdnem gnhgodls dn3yslzston... g .
Bogg0dmogd0n, B339Madn, 3nbBIndxd0n, Mddsbn BoMbydN... ym3xeMn3g i, !
b domogdol ol obsdgefmzgmodss, MmAgmadsE y3gms fombnamn '
dd39bngMmgds  dgnbobs o  godmodbgyMe...  dgMmal  300067EL
3106MM37000 S PBIOMNYM 330BNIMJOS: SMOSM, Mo dbgmo @
bO3sLybolidggdmo, dgoonmmo) nd 3bogn3smo@adl, MmAgmogs,
fmagmi  ©30mdgb, “mdghonlgod bosdmdgool”  LgdsbEnssl
dgoEe3l,  Lonobsi  "Ogmmeool  gomsi&ombds”t  gnemdo
bobyxmom Lnyzshymo gosdoms, “mdmmbbymgds omogmmads”?
8obndgmMgdgman  dybnsnl x3mMbBy dgfgznmo mEbgdgdn  (30d0
30MNbY 3 o Lysg BbmBmMomdn y3zgmsty mdsbnsbn, y3zgmasby
050580 935685M©NBANL 833560 onmHs.

9ol 3000b7@ 30 dg30No.

dgfho - 3obs 9bydndy dom@omol 3330Mns, dobom3znl  of
y39moxghn bogbmdn s ddmdmoymny, sModsm, gLgg oMol ndob
dnbgbo, M3  dsMEOMIMIdL ™d308bn TgMma dognsb yyzsmo,
7505475050 5 90077050.

3sd sbg, ?\396[) ngnowb395b 55@3@50«3/@\ 3mn5gnb
3/\539@/\ ﬁgbgmcggégm bsbs 96@:}/\(39 gsb@bméb:

Anna Pkhaladze Photography



/\689/1//;3/\@

- 0-6 565, Mmammn nym 3Y> bsymorstmn JI>ansiolb bLimannb
dmbngsb d9Mmnb 25006995077
- Limaol Esdme3zmyadal dgdwga mdomoaoldo Ho370 ©o
©0Esbsbl  dbmenmee  3AmoOMonl  Lobobogzse  Asdm3wnmen
oom@smndn. 2017 Hamlb  3oM3gmo  d70mo35BgL  domasmab
Lodbgomm  Lodbobymol  bgmddm3zsbgemmos, dgdgg  dgMmab
5Mhg306900 As@oms s shhnmm gmalodgd gondsmyx3s, 356 msa3nl
30M390mM AMdEENMIE gosdny350s. 37 35306 365emAdm3569emmod N
0bxzmobm@mMnddnhym, g3mbmdngyM,  Boboblym s  ULb3.
d003sMogdg0L. .
4 §emob 39093 “dofmonyyeds mbgdsd” omhg3bgddn dgfhmodol o
39b@nodom Homdsanbs s ge3ndamx3g- 2021 Hamob mg@madoghdo
1330  d33y©ado  dgfmol 3mbognsty 9ndomosl.  oEsE oM i
85030M37005, MdEES0 dsbamMm 0obsdEydmosby oM s3b33MNS
nebm  goMmgdm, yzgmoxngho  bBogbmdo oym  Agdozol, sME
Ndnomm  AmbsHogamosl 3madnmMmmodEn  §ady3sbn  3Mmad@adals
aobbmMmngmadsdn, aby godm3nws, Mmd ©ofhygdymo Lsjdgg00
89308Mdgmg, y3gmo 30dshoymadnm - nbazmsbGmni&nhymo
LmEosmYmo, JgaE&MYmo ©s LB3.

- Mmdram 3mnmMmnd G0l 56094900 930M>EMmASL?

- hgdo;znl 3MomMo@g@nmns y3zgmoRgmo, Mog d0smELmU
gbgds o dobom3znl  Lobomggdemms.  donbs  dg3hgfgdn
0bxzmMsbiEMd@nMmoby, Mmdgmog Hobs Lobgmoabyxzmmgdm gnboonls
30Mmm0o70dn dognsb dmbsHalinggdamo nym. A39bL gnbl ol Mmd
ob3gMmeEs, Molo 8o39010003 Lognmm gobs o8 4 Hamonfocdo,
0bsEg 08l Babgzsfmn, MOE MN330 893937070, SBIMS 3SENMNIONM
dg@n sbama 3MmadBol gobbmMmEngmgdsty 3001303300 ©Y

093Mmoe dmfHaLlMnggdyma Lagbom LolEgds 3307bg0mes. H336 ©8 5
Domofodn gozdsmongo Losz@mamonmm gbgdnl 40-45 3tmEgb@n,
ol 39989053 Y3gms dos3zsmo gbs bmazgendn dmfalmoggdnmns,
sbo dogs Loydby gbgdby 301domdm.

Anna Pkhaladze Photography

L5050 /é?v //vmﬁy/ /a/ym////w/



/éfa’g)‘ﬁw ym//) /fva‘ﬁqa

/\689/1//;3/\@

- U5356056500m90amm-bmansanmmo bobdG79n0b 3563001507050
Mm>396500 @5 MmamMm 3fymos b30mn?

- h396 303y300000 08 doMmoooE  33d@mML,  MmTgmbos
83906500700l LEBNbaLEMM F30835BMOL. 3bons, bamb 3nHymom
Pomdo@gonem  sbomasbtmegdls ©o  dmbomgdl.  domgodo,
Lbgmemadegmon  ©sfHaladnmMadgdn A336L  od390qdsMmgdsdns ©o
doonn 39Mbmbommals Bgemzsligdnl s oy 003337006 L337000L
8omdxmoglLgds  dgmool  Am3sMgmosy,  Malsg  MolisiznMm3gmony,
30LMYmMydon.  Lgmangdl  bdoMmo  3g963oMydnon  LogdLinmMLom
GMmobl3mMGnm, mmnd3nsEol dodomyx3309madl  B0bsblyMo

)
39©as3smol  330MmEdn,  HoMmBoGaonm  LEHDEIbGIOL  LHozmol ,‘;f\‘; e ’-f.d )
898Mdgmadsnbom3znl Lofmgbyhmam BMbnEsd 3s563smo csbbgol. - :
LMELSALSBYMOL  39bMboon  gofafmom  3Mmamodgol ym3zgmom3ol s s '
30bmM0gmMgdm, 39Mo30b6 0By3zolL, Mmd TgMmoolgsdb 3ym3bomo
©sb3dsMmgx0s 39M dnnmm, YLHMogLe 3ddomdm, o dmbs nbg, mad
09b9x30305M70L 9o Mmydn 396 3nMoEbozm Msbbols, LogoMmsb&omls
30&sbm, Mmdgmoi bgdoLdngm 3annbogsdn dgydmoso Homowanbmb

s h3gyamgdmng AmaLabymyosl doomadgb -

- 0OMbm pbs, moBImsA Mol Uds>6Bn3mMm LozmE)do
4y39am5>Y9 63>3>05am0 LG y3> 05m@300056 350005, ML b1>3>BMOb
Iram>go 3am>0039M d>3053m30L30L NMoEb3 01543560L0(3909amlb >
Bmass@ M> 390000905 U>53mB9Imdm dndsmormanidnm?

- h39600006 @wYbJombomgol  Bonoim3lzol  dgdmMosemnmo
Onbgndo, Lobm-0nbgndo, Loog 0l EONdSES @O  gonbomy,
oJ 8odmxgboos  3amondgf  9o053mM3L30LS o dolo  myxsbol
D03Mgodnl dgdmMooenymo Bo3mgdn: XIX—XX LoY3nbagdool Lomysbm

dobogmy, 3ofMmsn Bn3mgodn, XIX L-obs s XX L-ol cno@gmo&yano
890m393700, 3my@nl  dg0mgddggdnls  Lb3lsslbzs  39Mom@osb

Anna Pkhaladze Photography

23



/\689/1//;3/\@

©530300M70mM0  BMEM S  ©M3NIgbEMma  dsboms. o8  dByydal
8906300m0M705%7 3ndn3n dndomds 30dnbsfmgmol. Aol doBoBY sMligdMd
ddMEsMNL nLEGMMOYM-gnbmagmoxzznyman 81BHIN3dns, LosE JJu3mbomydyao
oym 3d1n60303smo@adol  GHamo@mmooby As@omgdymo shJgmmmanymo
3ombMmydnls dgyaee dm3m3301mo dologngdon, Mmdgmaos Jhmbmenmagns
dmoEo3L 39momEadlL seMmanmo J30L bobnwsb - XIX b-ob dmenmady. 3gfhdme,
6190B3oB030L, OMbOLE030L, JObmaMmoxznnlis s sthgdgmenmaoynm 3mangdso-
70L. gL 3maMydE0g00n 85053M3L30L dPbgndol LozmEgdo Aozomanmo oym.
s30@mad HA336 35MmEobgdo Myodomo@ons As3nEsMmyo domnsb Jomags
65870, 05b65379MM37 dxbmdsl o nbEMMoymo d1BIYd0 0g gdoo30&Sbgm,
LosfEg 3039hnbgm, Mol dgEggosE JJL3MBoBJ00 3omao 3odmAB.. 346,

gbony, Mo30L0 dggan godmomm. sbemo gL sMEIBRSIEI00 M3omMULsANBmMY 7\ A T
o 3o 71337 ImLHO3eMgaoL ©3bmdgb. by, GBIndds Logebdsbsormgdenm '_' s ‘ v

B3bJns dgndnbs, dnbs sm3b60dbm, MMAT 0533390000 330eM0BNENMYdYENO % Bk |

L39O NLEGYO0 ABoMd]ID Y, dgLodsdnlsE, ©SNbEIMILIdSE CNENY. T l '
domEsmdn 39mdm 3mangdsombgmog 33ys3l, MmAgmUbss bymU

3nfymoo - ds@mbo dygmo bogodndy. oL oMmoh3zgnmgdmng gjL3mbo@gol

0bobo3L- nomoml, ImbyEdL, Fyfhdambs s LbB3. domEsdn badm3bo Mmool

0939000l g3mJols basenog LHmMgE doEmMb dygdmalonsbos oEyMO.

- 03OMbm b>, faamofsebg d1dn> d9Mo 0MdI>b69000), >aNd>M,
093M0 mmboldngods 335730 BA3B>5M710mann > MmMAJamn 33013560 33595470500
Y3339 098>?

- IMx3ndMydme@ gn3sbnbgom, Mma gl nym dom@scmods 2022. nbymo
0OMESIMOS Ho30GMgm, MMT 0oMEOMIMIONE ©S SMIOSMPEMIMION
00309yMhol y3gms sagnmol sbamsl Lnosdoyno smbndbs3zgb. Podmozo
Lobogfho Loosbmg 87300351700 LGYIMYOL, BMNYM3aM3namo mmboldogds
8390m300s, Molm30LoE Foemmosl 3nbon A3gbo LodLsbMal L3gEnomMal@gol,

Moomymo, Tocmn EsALLEYMYOss Hang30bamn  dom@somonl  sbigoo
3ma339B7Mhmoos.

Anna Pkhaladze Photography

)L L5l 0.5 /é?v //vmﬁy/ /a/ym////w/



/‘ﬁfcﬂ,@‘ﬁw y.fg}) //va‘ﬁqa

/\689/1//;3/\@

- 05&mMbm 3565, M>L 3399Y3001 305M0b d9b>690, 53 01565090MmM39
&296manmanol 359dmy9690> M>d@9b>00 d603369amM35605 01939601300 7?
- 9fho-ghonn 30dshoymgds, mdmol godmnmgdslsg 3030M70m
LHmMge  3nofho  gobmozm, H336 a30d3L 33033900, MmAxanngs
509d90L dgmool dndomosl, 9sgMmsd gl ofm sMmobl Loizdsmobon, s30@ma
©5300MbYo gL vBsEN FMbonn "dom@smyn 3mnsg0” - J9boado
33006y sbsbmls HA39bn Mganmbols Homlymo o oHaym, snmEnho,
090330Mgmdy, 0obsdgem3agmos, Homdmshnbmls, mMmamg dom§a3300,
oy 3Mmodmydgdn.  Sbms  3830M7000  3odm33ao  LJgmEobosbn
P0ogbo, mMm3gamoi dom@omnls nbEmmMnsl Amyonbmmol d300b3xmL, ?';:‘ %08
370039309 dgLhyMgdYmo J6g00 Jomom 3mangMoxnnym Embgyby. _" TS -~ in

- ML Yb1M39001 Sb>50m gMb>aML > dob d3000639am90L?

- Jnboml 39LYM370 dnsd LunbEgMmalim Losbmaygdol dnfmegdsls
LobmasEmydnlonznl, Lobmasmgdsls 30 v3 Losbenggdnls MdNgd@NMo
00370 mosl. 3nfMhss Agdo LyMm3znanns obs, MMA JyMbseno nymb Mos
o d©an3 30300Mdn Lygnosm gmad@mMmoGmsb

00dmb 89l [sMmBsdgos 39bnM3900 @5 dsmsnnl 35dsms d1390L
38931493000 ©30580f0l396 ©503909am0 bosmsdmlb 3o dygn Lofooranoom
0991900 Bsds35am dVgb... onoigml ms8Mms3zn Gsmbol nsdms3zn 939300086
ddmbgogzsl nammodbyb  Lbzsslbbzs 39Mmobs s femm356900b
m306mgon s A396 o0 byMmsorno dosgmbidnamgdds odsmosmymn
0omby0nl 396 35360700.

bmanom

L 0gnmobbdgds Mg3sb mamands, MmBamog EsdIdYMNs domesmnl 8y6ngndsemodg@do.
25b9 1HM 7076 XobLYm 3obadgl, MmAgmoi sbg37 dsmEsMNL 8NboEn3smn@IEdns EdSEIdNMO.

3qgameosm dgbggmansl 30bmaznead “dgfg3nmgdaly” 3nLosal ghm-gmoo 3md3mBod&nmo xsblym
3obndg gobmozon.

4 081m0bb37ds 3emacendym ds053mM3L30.

25



The journal “Baghdati Voyage” has no history yet, we are
swiping the first pages of its history right now, together with
the first decade of 2023, and we congratulate Georgia with the
birth of this new journal from the beautiful Baghdati, magically
covered with the white snow.

We’re beginning the history of “Baghdati Voyage” with an in-
terview with Kakha Enukidze, the mayor of Baghdati munici-
pality. But before that, we’re walking through the streets of the
city, greedily inhaling the air imbued with the futuristic spirit.

So, let’s start the first voyage...

Well-maintained streets lead us to the city hall... Buildings, = . .
squares, museums, beautiful lanterns... All this details build =+ = :
the modernity of the city, which has kept all the beauties of the :
past and bought them to light.

While going to the mayor’s office we’re thinking unintention- N
ally: imagine what a huge responsibility it is to be a leader of =~
the municipality, which, as people say, contains the semantics
“sent from god”. Baghdati is a place, where “Galaktion of mel-
ody”! pierced the heart with the love like a dagger, where the
“composer with golden hands”?, sewed dreams under magical
music and then sent them into the sky?®... where the cradle of
the boldest avant-gardism was found*.

We entered the mayor’s office.

Mayor - Kakha Enukidze is a resident of Baghdati, every de-
tail here is familiar and native to him, perhaps this is why the
people in Baghdati love their mayor very much, are proud of
him and trust him.

So, the first respondent of our journal — Mr. Kakha Enukidze
will answer our questions:
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Interview

- Mr. Kakha, how would you describe the journey from
the school desk of your own city to the mayor’s office?

- After graduating from school, I moved to Thilisi, and I used
to return to Baghdati only to see my parents. In 2017, I was
offered to lead the military service of Baghdati for the first time,
then the mayoral elections were held and Archil Gogsadze won,
he made me his first deputy. At that time, I was in charge of
infrastructural, economic, financial, etc. directions.

After 4 years, the “Georgian Dream” introduced me as a can-
didate for mayor in the elections and I won. In October 2021, I
already started working as a mayor. I didn’t have much difficul-
ty, because I wasn’t in a foreign environment, everything was
familiar to me, I had already participated in the implementation
of leading projects before, so it turned out that I continued the
started work, in all directions - infrastructural, social, cultural,
etc.

- Which priorities do you prefer?

- Everything that concerns Baghdati and is useful for it, is a
priority for me. However, I will stop on the infrastructure, which
was unarranged under the previous government team. If ev-
erything what we had to do in these 4 years, even half of what
we have already done, would have been done before our team
began working, we would be able to think about new projects
and our road system would be much more developed. In these
5 years, we have repaired 40-45 percent of highways, all the
main roads in the village are improved and now we are working
on internal district roads.

- To what extent do you contribute to the development
of the educational-social system and how?

- We follow the main vector proposed by the Ministry of Ed-
ucation. Obviously, we support successful young people and
adults. Kindergartens, pre-schools are under our control, and
it is our duty to increase the salaries of their staff or improve
the children’s food, and of course we always do our job. We of-
ten help schools with excursion transport, we financially sup-
port Olympiad winners, we use money from the reserve fund
for successful students to continue their studies. We always
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implement the programs prescribed by the social service law, no
one can say that they did not receive help from the municipality,
we work as fast as possible, if it happens that we cannot transfer
the money to the beneficiaries in one day, we provide a guarantee
paper that they can visit any clinic and get a good service.

- Mr. Kakha, the loudest word in the semantic space
of literature was heard from Baghdati, what does the
city offer to the countless admirers of Vliadimir Maya-
kovsky and what is being done in the museum direc-
tion in general?

- We have the Mayakovsky Memorial Museum, the house-muse-
um where he was born and grew up, where the memorial items
of Vladimir Mayakovsky and his family members are exhibited:
family material of the 19th-20th centuries, personal items, pub-
lications of the 19th and 20th centuries, Photo and documentary
material related to different periods of his work. This museum
is developing constantly. On its base, there was also the his-
torical-ethnographic museum of Baghdati, where the materials
obtained during the archaeological excavations carried out on
the territory of the municipality were exhibited, the chronology of
which includes the periods from the early stone age to the end of
the 19th century. In particular, numismatics, bonistics, ethnog-
raphy and archaeological collections. These collections were lost
in the space of the Mayakovsky Museum. Therefore, we rehabili-
tated a very well-constructed, modern building in Vardtsikhe and
moved the historical museum there, gave it space and displayed
the exhibits well, and the results where great. Now these artifacts
are visible and they are already being introduced to the students.
In this way, the museum acquired an educational function. I
would like to point out that qualified specialists work with chil-
dren and, therefore, there is big interest.

In Baghdati you can also find a private collector, Mr. Shukri
Nakashidze. There are unusual exhibits in his collection - weap-
ons, coins, dishes, etc. The Roman Empire era sword found in
Baghdati is also kept by Mr. Shukri. We always support him in
every possible way.
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Interview

- Mr. Kakha, you have been mayor for more than a year,
you have probably held many events, and which of them
are you most proud of?

- I will answer you without thinking that it was Baghdatoba 2022.
We held such a brilliant Baghdatoba that both Baghdatians and
non-Baghdatians talk about it with pride in all gathering places.
We offered a lot of new ideas to the guests, this event was like a
firework in the sky. For this achievement I would like to thank
the specialists of our service (name of the service)..... (name-sur-
names) actually, it is their merit that this year’s Bagdatobi was
unforgettable.

- Mr. Kakha, what can you tell us about PR, how im-
portant is the use of this modern descipline to you?

- One of the directions we intend to strengthen is PR. We have a
website that shows the work of the City Hall, but it is not enough,
so we founded a new journal “Baghdati Voyage”, which we want
to reflect the past and present, culture and heritage of our re-
gion. Also, Modernity with both - achievements and problems.
Now we are going to publish a thick book that will tell the history
of Baghdati to the readers, - the publication will be made at a
high polygraphic level.

- What would be your wish for the new journal and its
readers?

- I wish the journal to always provide interesting news to the pub-
lic, and the public to accept these news objectively. Also I wish
the journal to be open and always in touch with its electorate.
We wished Mr. Mayor success and walked through the small
streets of Baghdati.

The evening sky towards the earth met the setting sun with
dark redness.... Seemed like wines of different colors and ages
were trying to be squeezed out of many pitchers of many cellars...
And we, inspired by this moment, went to the Baghdati cellars.

Scholium

! refers to Revaz Lagidze, who was born in Baghdati Municipality.

2 This is the name of Jansul Kakhidze, who was born in Baghdati municipality.

3 Jansul Kakhidze is one of the composers of the music of Eldar Shengelaya’s movie “Sherekilebe”.

“means Vladimir Mayakovsky.
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Voyage 2
. Ninoss Cellar

5 km from the center of Baghdati municipality,
in the village of Tsilakhevi, is “Nino’s cellar”, where
& types of wine are produced- Its owner is a youny,
successful businessman Beso Tsikoridze: Cellar is
named after Nino - Beso Tsikoridze’s mother-

There are 7 pitchers in the cellar- The yard is full

of fruit trees and beautiful flowers-

S0 far, ‘there is one house and three perfectly furnished rooms:-
Hosts offer you the best Imerian cuisine-

“Nino’s cellar” is a place that always attracts visitors, so the plan
is to expand it in the future-

If one day you will be one of the visitors of “Mino’s cellar”, we
assure you, you will not regret going there, you will return home with

unforgettable impressions-
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It all started with 10 euros in a pocket of one young man...

4 kilometers from Baghdati, on the left side of the
Khanisskali river, in the village of Fersati, is a cellar called (&
Chateau "Fersati”. {

In the chateau, there is a 200-year-old winepress, a -t

200-year-old press, ancient barrels, an ancient vodka kettle... The
halls are furnished with ancient furniture... a piano, a fireplace, beds...
Everything is ancient. Clay rooms are embedded in wood.

Chateau Fersati belongs to Fersati resident Vakhtang Jikhvadze and
was created by him. French style distinguishes it from other wineries.
The cellar has great potential. It is possible to hold a tourist complex
and establish a wine museum here. Its sophisticated design and space
allows the reception of high-ranking guests, or holding sessions and

conferences.
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7 be'misteryof nets'

The net weaving culture is a part of
Baghdati, because this side of Georgia is
rich with water. There are many rivers here -
Khanistskal, Khonistskal, Kvirila, Rion... and
there was always plenty of fish. Therefore,
during wars, fishing has repeatedly saved
the population from starvation. This is the
most humane method of fishing because the
fish caught in the net are never harmed.

This days fishing nets are still woven in
Baghdati.

We met Mrs Leila Gognadze, the oldest
net weaver in Baghdati. She is 82 years old.
The mother-in-law tought her how to knit
nets and after the first one, she mastered it
little by little. Today, it takes her 10 days to
weave one net, the largest net she has ever
weaved had 12 shoulders and she spent 11
kilos of lead, even the smallest one needed 5
kilos of lead and was made for children.

For the Zivzivadze family, this trade is

currently one of the sources of income.
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Mrs. Nestan Maghlakelidze shares
the art of macrame with adults at the
Youth House in Baghdati. Together
with the children, she weaves
churches, flowers, bracelets and other
magical things with colorful threads.

Macrame is the art of weaving with

knots, it spread wings all around the

world thanks to the navigators. Sailors
often had to weave nets, in addition,
they used ropes to carry various ship
constructions - and for all this they
used the method of weaving with
knots, which was called macrame.

Nestan... is a teacher by
education. She has been interested
in this art since she was a student.

In Italy the macrame school
was opened by Valentin Cavandoli
in the 15th century. This fact
became an inspiration for
Nestan and she began teaching
macrame to children in Baghdati.

Today, she has many followers, and
it is likely that macrame will take its
own, foreign and unique place in the
aesthetics of Baghdati in the future.
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David Lomitashvili

Finds of Nokalakevi expedition provided significant material with regard to flax
production. Alongside numerous spindle whorls of various shapes and material, cen-
tral and eastern sections of the lower terrace of Nokalakevi city-site (where particular
concentration of archaeological sites dated by the eighth — first centuries BC can be
observed) yielded pyramidal loom-weights of a vertical loom. The samples obtained
through archaeological excavations in Colchis and cited in the present article date
from the II millennium BC to the Hellenistic epoch inclusive, and support the theory
of distribution and application of the so-called vertical looms. We share the opinion
that the pyramidal ceramic weights discovered in Colchis are definitely weights of
the vertical loom. In terms of time, archaeological data give priority to vertical looms.
As far as horizontal looms are concerned, they indeed coexisted with the vertical
one from a certain period of time. The finds revealed at Nokalakevi city-site can be
considered another proof to the hypothesis that Georgian looms that are characterized
by profound individuality, evolved and improved over time. However, the process
of their development did not occur in an isolated way. With their original forms they
make part of cultural achievements of ancient peoples.

Flax, yarn, weight, loom, chronology, toponymy

Substantial amount of material associated with different fields of economic rela-
tions, in this case — flax production, has accumulated among the finds of the Noka-
lakevi expedition: pyramidal loom-weights of a vertical loom, an ornamented bone
object for cleaning yarn, numerous clay, stone spindle-whorls and a sample of a
black-varnished one whose analog has been unknown to us from the scholarly litera-
ture dedicated to the sites contemporary with Colchis.

As it becomes clear from written sources and archaeological material, flax pro-
duction and export had strategic importance for Colchis. Geographical environment
and climatic conditions were essential for its development. The earliest account about
production of flax and development of other fields of economy connected to it is pro-
vided by Herod; information about this subject recorded in Xenophon’s Anabasis as
well. In his narrative of the Chalybes’ fight against the Hellenes, Xenophon describes
the armament of the Chalybs as follows: “They had flax armor above the waist and a
thick twisted rope below it”.! It vividly demonstrates high standard of development
of flax industry. While listing the riches of Colchis, Strabo specially emphasizes that
“they process plenty of flax, hemp, wax and resin. But it is even renowned for flax
processing. Flax is even exported and some want to show a certain kind of kinship
between Colchis and the Egyptians on this basis™ (it is clear that the author implies
Herodotus in this case).

A number of ethnographical data, according to which they produced fishing nets
from flax yarn in the districts of Tsalenjikha, Senaki and Khobi yet in recent past,

' T. Kaukhchishvili, Ancient Greek Sources of Georgian History. Thbilisi, 1976, p. 53.
> T. Kaukhchishvili, Strabo’s Georgraphy. Tbilisi, 1957, pp. 112-113
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must be the indication of the old tradition connected to flax culture. This fact some-
how responds to Xenophon’s remark about the fishing net (when he gives advice to
use Phasis-Colchian or Carthaginian flax yarn to make such a net). Probably, this was
the reason why (of course, in combination with other factors) a powerful maritime
state such as Greece was well aware of the value of Colchian flax and demand for it
never fell in Greece over centuries. It becomes clear from the account that flax had a
civil as well as military function in Colchis.?

In general, farming of flax and hemp — two ancient agricultural species - repre-
sented an important economic progress for humans. These are the plants that gave
both food and raw material for weaving. Archaeological and ethnographical materials
show that over time the two fibrous plants acquired an additional — religious function,
specifically, the yarn and fabric made of these plants occupied quite an important
place in beliefs of various peoples. Interestingly, according to ethnographic material,
the ancient motif of the cult of these fabrics has been preserved with its original sense
and significance. Apparently, the shroud of the deceased was made only from the
plant yarn. It was usually produced with particular care. The cloth designed for the
deceased was woven only with yarn made from hemp, flax or the skin of mulberry
tree.* The advantage of the cloth made from plant yarn against that made of wool is
vividly demonstrated in everyday life of various peoples. Moreover, plant cloth in-
vades spiritual life as well and occupies its specific place in beliefs. According to Mo-
ses’ Pentateuch, ... and the purified shall be clothed in flax garment and underpants;
and girded with a flax belt and the head covered with a flax mitre, since the clothing
is sacred and their body shall be washed and clad only after this.”> Apparently, the
ancient canonic religious text regards the garment made of flax as ‘sacred’ which can
be worn even after being purified. A similar fact is documented in Egypt, too, where
it was banned to enter a temple in wool clothes. Both in Egypt and among the Jews
only those dressed in so called ‘sacred’ garment (i. e. garment made from plant yarn
—D. L.) could enter a temple. Interestingly, an analogous fact is recorded in Georgian
contemporary religious life. Specifically, in Guria, in order to give a blessing to the
soul, nuns would get dressed in clothes made of hemp, while the deceased would be
clad in a flax shroud.® The same practice is confirmed among the Megrelians by T.
Sakhokia.” They used waxed linen for the deceased in Imereti, whereas in Svaneti the
deceased used to be wrapped in flax or hemp shroud dipped in beeswax and buried
without a coffin.?

As ethnographic materials show, the use of fabrics made from plant fiber in reli-
gious rituals and burial rites was not just coincidental. Apparently, the idea of the Tree
of Life is identified with these plants and their yarn or fabric is a symbolic represen-

> G. Chachashvili, From the History of Textile Production in Georgia. Flax. Moambe, Janashia

Georgian State Museum, 1956, vol. XIX, p. 176; interestingly, use of an ox rib for cleaning hemp
yarn has been documented in Svaneti.

* J. Rukhadze, On the Problem of Relict of Vegetal Cult in Western Georgia. Materials for Geor-
gian Ethnography. Tbilisi, 1975, v. XVIILp. 169.

> Manuscript from Mtskheta, Leviticus 164, Tbilisi, Metsn, 1981, p. 253.

¢ J. Rukhadze, cited work. p. 170.

7 T. Sakhokia. Cult of the Deceased in Megrelia, MSE, Tbilisi, 1990, v. III, p. 168.

8 T. Bezarashvili, Svanian Woman’s Garment for Ethnographical Study of Svaneti, Thilisi, 1970,
pp. 184-185.
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tation of the former which, in its turn, can be very closely associated with the cult of
the sun.’

According to the opinion expressed in scholarly literature, Transcauacsia is also
considered home to cultivated flax from where it must have ended up in Mesopotamia
and further to the East and West.'® In this respect, rather interesting is the opinion ex-
pressed by Victor Henn. He argues that at the north flax culture was developed in Col-
chis, which is where linen as folk clothing comes from.!' Ancient Greeks and Italians
were unaware of linen robes. They came from ‘barbarians’.'? Obviously, Victor Henn
was rather knowledgeable about the climatic condition in Colchis which created fa-
vorable basis for, firstly, growing flax and, secondly, for developing products out of it.

According to written sources, on international markets products made in Colchis
were considered one of the worthy rivals to high quality Egyptian fabrics.!* However,
it does not mean that ancient Greeks knew little in this field. In the 1950s, one of the
achievements of ‘Mycenology’ was deciphering of the samples of so called linear
script used in the inscriptions of Mycenaean palaces by M. Ventris, who was greatly
assisted by J. Chadwick. The content of these inscriptions is largely known and rais-
es no doubt. One of the tablets with an inscription provides immensely interesting
information about presence of flax culture in Greece and the standard of its develop-
ment. The inscriptions in question are a perfect source for estimating technological
processes of flax fiber as well. Prior to deciphering the linear writing, one group of
Pylos tablets provided description of some kind of production which corresponded to
a syllable ‘SA’. After deciphering through linear writing, it was related to the word
‘flax’.!* It cannot be excluded that there is some kind of connection between ‘SA’ of
the Greek inscriptions and ‘su’ - Colchian version of flax. In this respect, particularly
interesting is the peculiarity of phonetic phenomena of Mediterranean - Proto-Greek

9

V. BArdavelidze, From the History of Georgians’ Ancient Beliefs (God Barbar-Babar), Tbilisi,

1941, pp. 100-105; J. Rukhadze, cited work, pp. 171, 174.

,»KynbTypHbIe pactenus u ux copomyran’. JKykosckmit I1.M M.1964, p. 503.
,»KyJIbTypHbI€ pacTeHNA U JOMaIIHbIE >xuBotHble”. Ten B. CI15.1872, p. 80

ibid.

G. Chachashvili,cited work, p. 208.

The Mycenaean World, J. Chadwick. Translation and comments by T. Buachidze. Thbilisi,

1989. p. 96
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languages, specifically, regularity of sound alternation. So called free alternation of
vowels: a/e, a/i, u/a, u/i, etc. can be regarded as the most common feature of vowel
alternation in many non-Indo-European languages.' It is known that, due to the
same principle of sound alternation, Kartvelian languages also fall within the circle
of the above mentioned Mediterranean languages. As it appears from the signs of
the palaces of Pylos, the rule of an open syllable, 1. e. consonant-consonant or vow-
el-vowel, is diagnostic to the language of the Proto-Greek population that created so
called ‘Minoan writing’. Obviously, this system of writing was unable to convey syl-
lables of Greek language with the final consonant and complexes of consonants with
a vowel.'® Apparently, the ‘SA’, i.e. consonant-vowel, mentioned in the inscriptions
of the palaces of Pylos, cannot be explained by Greek linguistic regularity. If we also
consider the fact that, according to the researchers of Cretan inscriptions- Evans,
Vetris and Chadwick, all three versions of Minoan writing (pictographic and linear
and ?— D. L.) were created by ancient indigenous Cretans and the language of this
writing is non-Greek, moreover, non-Indo-European, naturally, the interpretation of
the term ‘SA’ in Greek will prove too complicated. Given all this, it is interesting to
recall a remark of a language etymologist Boisacq — ‘Hellenes’ roamed at various
places... In the southern part of the Balkan Peninsula they came across the flora
and fauna which was different from those of central Europe and, apparently, in most
cases they retained the names (maybe with slight alteration) of animals and plants
they encountered given to them by their predecessors.'” Presumably, in this partic-
ular case, the name of flax was adopted by newly arrived Greeks directly from the
peoples that lived in the Aegean prior to their arrival. The ancient Colchian form of
flax — “su’ — could be an archaic semantic base in the Proto-Greek name of this plant.
If we accept P. Zhukovski’s theory, according to which cultivated flax had been
spread from Caucasia to other countries including the Aegean Sea basin, then there
appears rather solid basis for ‘SA’ from Greek inscriptions to have derived from
the Colchian version of ‘su’. Admittedly, the plant was exported to the Aegean Sea
basin together with its name and the machine for processing and, possibly, with the
community knowledgeable about flax production. It is logical that these processes
must have taken place prior to the destruction of the palaces of Pylos, presumably,
before the 14" -13™ cc BC (further discoveries might lead to certain specifications).
It appears that the ‘SA’, i. e. flax, known from the inscriptions of Pylos tablets oc-
cupied a leading place in the textile industry of Greece. Flax fiber was mainly pro-
duced by the kingdom which was controlled by the Palace of Englianos.'®* However,
Greece must have also been aware of this plant due to its best qualities /flax fabric is
characterized by high durability, ability to absorb moisture, high resistance against
decomposition/. Furthermore, Greek climate proved favorable to distributing this
plant. Western coast of Greece known for abundant rainfalls has been growing and
producing flax since the Mycenaean times. Sources report that flax production was
highly centralized; every local governor was responsible for the business allocated
to them. Every village of the region was to pay flax tax. It becomes clear that a rel-
atively advantaged social class was entitled to certain relief while delivering flax.

R. Gordeziani, Proto-Greek and Kartvelian, Thilisi, 1985, p. 30

A. Urushadze, Ancient Colchis in the Myth of Argonauts, Tbilisi, 1964, p. 167
A. Urushadze, named work, p. 117.

J. Chadwick, named work, p. 96.




After harvesting flax, the village population was obliged to get the fiber soaked,
after which it was carried to manufacturing centers. The inscriptions report that there
was not sufficient water even in Messenia for the whole harvest to soak (as it is
known, the glutinous substance that makes flax fibers stick together decomposes
through soaking in water).!” As it appears, there were large groups of female workers
employed in processing flax fiber. All the above mentioned is a vivid demonstration
of how well this branch was developed in Greece. However, local production was
unable to fully satisfy the increasing demand for flax and its products on the Greek
market. Such a demand of the market was even increased by huge orders placed by
the navy and military units (ropes, masts, armors, etc.).?’ Greece would complement
this deficiency from neighboring regions, including Colchis.

Flax production was a prestigious branch of industry in Egypt too, where the
plant was grown on the lands of pharaohs under the supervision of a representative
of a high social class. Having been prepared, flax fiber was carried to special work-
shops — ergasteria, where textiles were produced. It is known that the Temple of
Amon alone possessed 53 workshops of this kind.?' As it becomes clear from schol-
arly literature, due to such high demand for flax and its fabric, probably for flax oil
as well, this branch of industry could have been equally well developed in Colchis.
It has been suggested that blending of both medicinal and fragrant oils could have
emerged on the basis of flax 0il.?? Production of the commodity of such a strategic
importance in Colchis must have implied social division of labor as well. Presum-
ably, a certain social class was put in charge of growing, harvesting and storing
flax plant; another part of the community must have been employed in creating ma-
chine-tools for processing flax and some were involved in spinning and weaving flax
fiber. Supposedly, it was women that were mainly employed in the latter activity.?

We consider that, given the example of Greece, in Colchis, too, the development
of this branch of industry was the concern of the state authority®* and that it was
rather well developed in Nokalakevi and in its so called ‘country’. This is evidenced
by, on the one hand, archaecological data, and, on the other, the toponymy preserved
at Nokalakevi up to present. There is still a place called ‘nasu’ in the environs of
Nokalakevi, which indicates ‘former place of flax’ (‘su’ — means ‘flax’ in ancient
Colchian).”> Moreover, there exists a village of Naesu (or Nalepsao) in the district of
Nokalakevi, where flax is still produced. The name of the village itself — Naesu- must
have derived from su: naesu-nasu-osule-naselari.*® Family names derived from su
-the Colchian form of the word flax — that have survived in the area up to the present
must be quite a strong argument to suggest that the profession of flax producers was
hereditary and, at some point, it became the basis for family names too (e.g. Sulava,

9 M. Berdzenishvili, For the History of Town Phasis, Tbilisi, 1969, p. 26.

20 K uctopuu gpesHeit Konxman”, Nopakunanmaze I A. T6.1970, p. 90.

,,CIyTHUK TekcTuabiuka’, bakyn H.K. M.1926, p. 46.

22 L. Molodini, From the History of Material Culture of the Georgian Nation. Tbilisi, 1963, p. 63
»J. Chadwick, named work, p. 97

#  @G. Chachashvili, Textile Production....., p. 208; M. Berdzenishvili, For the History of the
Town of Phasis, pp. 26-28; N. Khoshtaria, ‘Dikha Gudzuba’ Ancient Population of Colchis, Mes-
senger of the Academy of Sciences, Tbilisi, 1944, v. V, N2, pp. 209-211.

»  @G. Eliava, Toponymy of Senaki District, Thbilisi, 1989, p. 66.

% @G. Eliava, Historical Landmarks of the Abasha and Tekhuri Gorges, Tbilisi, 1971, p. 45.
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Suiberia, etc.).
Local community used flax for weaving nets and linen, and rope seems to have
been braided as well.”’

According to the information provided by Herodotus, Colchian flax was referred
to as Sardonian (‘Sardonion’). Unlike Colchian flax products, the Egyptian ones
were called Egyptian. Yet before deciphering linear writing, B. Kuftin had explained
the term ‘Sardonian’ by specifically Colchian linguistic features. He associated it
with the name of a Megrelian-Abkhazian loom by which he, as though, emphasized
the peculiarities of producing Colchian linen as well.?® In this respect, a rather inter-
esting suggestion was made by Prof. D. Braund in recent years.?’ Focusing attention
on the section of Ctesias’ work where he mentions a place in India called I'VA*T
the author argues: in the fifth century BC the Greeks mention |, I'VA*TA4II=H";
could they be describing Colchian flax as Indian in some sense? Further on he
concludes that there is a high probability that Herodotus points out to his contem-
porary countrymen that the flax which is for sale on the market under the name

,, L VA*TA4TI=H" as if comes from India, although, in fact, it is made in Colchis.*
Considering this discussion, as the author points out, Xenophon’s Persian Expedi-
tion is an example of the fact that, as early as at the beginning of the fourth century
BC, the Greeks knew little about the geography of the hinterland of the Near East
and that Greek geography usually tends to shorten land distances.*’ Consequently,
it is possible that in Greek literature ancient Georgia and India were imagined to
be the countries situated close to each other, which could have become basis even
for Herodotus to consider Sesostris’ military expedition from Egypt to Colchis and
Scythia convincing, as well as the Scythians’ adventure further into the Near East,
reaching even India.*? If this supposition of D. Braund clearly explains a number of
political points, it still leaves the problem of kinship of the Colchians and Scythes
of India brought up in Greek literature unanswered.* In our opinion, A. Urushadze
provides a rather substantiated answer to the latter problem* but here we will not
discuss it further.

Currently, in modern historiography, the opinion that the term ‘Sardonian’ could
be associated with the name of one of the Aegean tribes ‘Shardana’ has developed
a rather solid basis. This tribe intensively features on the list of the so called ‘Sea
Peoples’ and is mentioned in ancient Egyptian sources from the 14" century BC
(so called Amarna Period). Their warriors are, in some cases, referred to among the
garrisons of Egyptian pharaohs as allies (e.g. under Ramses II), and in others - they

7 G. Eliava, Toponymy of Senaki District, Tbilisi, 1989, p. 66.

% Kydrun b.A. Marepnansr... .1, T6.1950, pp. 92-93.

*  D. Braund, Indian Merchants in Phasis, Trade on the Black Sea in Archaic an d Classical
Period. Historical Prospect of Silk Road, Dziebani, Appendix, Tbilisi, 1999, I, pp. 7-8.

“ Ibid. p.8.

N ibid. p. 7.

2 Tbid.

33 Theopompus of Chios, EMist Gr.I fr356(340), A. Urushadze, Ancient Colchis in the Myth
about the Argonauts, Tbilisi, 1964, TSU, p. 295; John Tzetzes, Commentaries (Cassandra), v. 887;
A. Urushadze, named work, p. 309.

3 A. Urushadze, cited work,
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fight against the Egyptians (¢.g. under Pharaoh Merneptah, second half of the 13% ¢
BC).*> Why should Colchian flax be called the name associated with this tribe? One
of the scholars who recently dealt with this problem was P. Kretschmer and consid-
ered the name documented by Herodotus to be related to ‘Shardans’. In his opinion,
during the intensive shifts of the Sea People, one part of the Shardans reaches Col-
chis after having retreated from Egypt and settles there. He substantiates his opinion
with material evidences — he draws obvious parallels between the so called statuettes
with horned helmets and ithyphallic ones discovered in the western Mediterranean
basin and the Island of Sardinia, and those recovered in Transcaucasia (near Kutaisi,
Kazbegi, etc.).*® However, he does not give reference of chronological classification
and topography of these objects — which direction the culture in question originally
moved from and to. Notably, link between the term ‘Sardonian’ with the Aegeant-
ribe of ‘Shardana’ is actually shared in today’s scholarly literature.’” However, the
issue of entry and settlement of the biggest wave of the latter in Colchis has not been
thoroughly interpreted and, therefore, there is still a lot to argue about.

According to I. Javakhishvili, flax is characterized by particular originality and
its name does not reveal any relationship with the term of any nation; he considers
that flax culture emerged in Georgia in the Bronze Age.*® Later on, based on archae-
ological material, this idea was shared by B. Kuftin®*, and then by O. Japaridze®,
who pointed out that pyramidal loom-weights recovered at different sites were in use
for quite a long time, from the Bronze Age through pre-Hellenistic and Hellenistic
epochs too.*!

As it becomes clear from archaeological material, the population of eastern
Georgia, just like that of Colchis, is quite familiar with flax as a means for weaving
and raw material for fabric. In this respect, particularly interesting is the remains of
fabric preserved at the Janashia State Museum. It was discovered together with a
fragment of bronze mirror in burial mound N5 at Metekhi brick quarry. The fabric
was dated to the mid- II millennium BC.* It is made of an unusually high quality
yarn by linen-type braiding. The fiber is so well preserved that even organoleptic
analysis (observation of burning process, sensing smell of snuff) confirms that it is
of herbal origin. Repeated multilateral examination of the fabric showed that it is
made of two-ply flax yarn characterized by specific fineness.*

In general, in order to produce some kind of textile, the first thing they needed
was yarn. Initially, humans did primitive spinning of fibers without any mechanical

R. Gordeziani, cited work, p. 154; S. Chanturishvili, Ethnology, Tbilisi, 1993, pp. 92-93.

R. Gordeziani, cited work, p. 156.

ibid. p. 157.

I. Javakhishvili, Economic History of Georgia, Tbilisi, 1930, p. 404.

Kyprnur b.A, named work, pp. 101-111.

O. Japaridze, Prospecting Expedition in Guria, SSMM, Tbilisi, 1950, vol. XVI-, pp. 120-122.
ibid, p. 121.

K. Isakadze, Treatment of Textile Fibres in Ancient Georgia. Messenger of Georgian Acade-

my of Sciences, Tbilisi, 1969, N 4, p. 82.
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K. Isakadze, named work, p. 82; it must be added that copper, cornelian, paste beads found

in Burial N2 of Kvatskhelebi cemetery in Kartli, were strung on a rather thin thread crystalized
by copper rust. According to the excavtors, the thread (2800-90 BC) could have been made of
flax fibre. The information was provided by Lili Ghlonti, which we greatly appreciate.
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means (consequently, the yarn was faulty). As far as the means of spinning is con-
cerned, as it is documented through textile terminology, ethnographic materials and
archaeological discoveries, there were two types of looms used in Georgia — for so
called vertical and horizontal weaving. Each of them, apparently, had their specific
function in terms of both time and region. Horizontal looms were mainly used in
lowlands, although there were vertical ones found there too; however, in highlands
it was largely the vertical type that coexisted with the horizontal one.** According
to B. Kuftin, whose opinion must be backed by some ethnographical data,* in Me-
grelia flax weaving must have occurred on the so called ‘medium’ horizontal loom.
In our opinion, we have to seek the basis for it in the data provided by Herodotus,
according to which Egyptians were related to Colchian people and that they both
processed flax in the same way. It is a known fact that they used horizontal looms in
Egypt for weaving flax. Unlike those, pulled vertical looms were common through-
out Greece and central Europe during the Classical period. Pictures of identical
looms are known from the seventh ¢ BC pottery of Hungary and the Greek vases of
the sixth century BC.*

As a result of compiling eth-
nographical material and archae-
ological sites both from eastern
and western Georgia, a rather
interesting picture is provided
in regard with the time of distri-
bution and the shape of looms
in Georgia. As the technological
analysis of the fabric recovered
through archaeological exca-
vations on Bedena Hill in 1966
showed, it had been produced on
the so called vertical loom in the
19" century BC.¥ It is indicated
in the scholarly literature that Georgian vertical looms are, in some ways, different
from the Greek ones that have certain advantages. We consider that in this case we
have to take into account the factors of time and the progress experienced by the
Greeks.

Archaeological materials give interesting data about the types of looms common
in Colchis. While excavating ‘Dikha-Gudzuba’ near v. Reka, N. Khoshtaria revealed
a large number of stone and ceramic spindle whorls, loom-weights.** Such loom-
weights have been found at the Black Sea coast, namely in Ureki,* two samples
of two-faceted pyramidal loom-weights have been recovered at Eshera. B. Kuftin
regarded these samples as the analogs of the loom-weights of a Greek vertical loom.
For a long time identical ceramic items were considered either sinkers of fishing

K. Isakadze, named work, p. 86.

G. Chachashvili, Georgian Popular Looms, SSMM, Tbilisi, 1954, v. XVIII.
Kydpnn B.A. named work, p. 111

K. Isakadze, cited work, p. 88.

N. Khoshtaria, cited work, p. 210.

O. Japaridze, cited work, p. 120

/5



nets,” or a plumb line of a builder-architect.”’ Besides the above listed ones, pyra-
midal loom-weights have been documented in Vani,*? v. Lia,>*Sokhumi,** Kobuleti-
Pichvnari.* It has been known that a definite number of cords divided into ten groups
were stretched on vertical looms. Each of these groups was pulled with loom-weights
of the same standard.*® Interestingly, eleven loom-weights that might have formed
a single set were revealed in one of the constructions of the 3 -1%* ¢c¢ BC at Vani
City-Site in 1958.” According to their weight and size, G. Lordkipanidze identified
seven groups among the analogous archaeological material which contains nearly
200 samples.’® Similar pyramidal loom-weights have been found in large amounts
at Saknchia settlement-site as well*®, part of which are stamped with different signs.
Interesting information is provided in respect with Sakanchia samples by V. Licheli,
who grouped the loom-weights according to their weight. As a result, he concludes
that the difference in weight can be explained by the fabrics of different firmness.
Among those V. Licheli points out loom-weights of two weights (98-100 g and 115-
117 g) that stand out in terms of quantity. Apparently, they were used in producing
one kind of fabric. And it had to be the most commonly used cloth.®® Cases of dis-
covery of pyramidal loom-weights have been recorded in eastern Georgia as well.®!

The topography of discovery of similar pieces of work is further complemented
and refined by the pyramidal ceramic loom-weights found by the Nokalakevi ar-
chaeological expedition (N166, 1182, etc.). All of them are pyramidal loom-weights
of vertical looms. They have been revealed together with numerous spindle whorls
of different shapes and material in the central and eastern sections of the lower ter-
race of the city-site, which is remarkable for particular concentration of archaeolog-
ical sites of the 8" -1 cc BC.

The artifacts recovered through archaeological excavations in Colchis and those
listed by us, covering the period between II millennium BC and the Hellenistic
period inclusive, probably support the theory of distribution and application of ver-
tical looms in this area. Notably, in Hellenistic period, pyramidal loom-weights of
vertical looms were produced locally. In this respect, we should mention the faulty
product recovered in Vani.®? If the pyramidal ceramic loom-weights unearthed at the
Colchian sites of different period are actually the plumbs of vertical looms (we are

" Kocriomko b. Bamoxxuerd A. M3BneyeHune n3 oT4yéta 0 packomnkax B XepcoHe, TaBpur
B1899-1902rr1o IAK M.1901, t.I, p. 35.

1 Q. Japaridze, named work, p. 121.

> O. Lordkipanidze, Classical World and Ancient Colchis, Tbilisi, 1966, pl. XXXVI.

>> Found by the Enguri archaeological expedition.

Ky¢run b.A. Marepnans! k apxeonoruu Komxuaer.Thilisi 1949 ...

> A. Kakhidze, Materials for the History of Ancient Cities of the Eastern Black Sea Coast,
MSKA, Tbilisi, 1965, IV.

¢ Jloppxkunauupze I'.A named work, pp. 87-88.

7 Jloppkunauupze I'.A, named work, p. 88.

> Ibid. p. 86.

** V. Licheli, Ancient Vani, Economic District, Tbilisi, 1991, p. 65.

0 Ibid.

¢l V. Tolordava, Materials for the History of the Kingdom of Iberia, 3™ ¢ BC, MSKA, Thilisi,
1963, v. Ill, p. 153.

62 Jlopmxumnauuzase I.A. named work, p. 87, N3-58/347.
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in favor of this idea), then, in terms of time, archaeological data give advantage to the
latter. As far as the horizontal loom is concerned, it, indeed, co-exists with the vertical
one from a certain period. However, the artifacts revealed at Nokalakevi City-Site can
be regarded as evidence to the fact that Georgian looms developed and improved over
time, that they were characterized by originality and that these processes occurred not
in isolation, but within the circle of cultural achievements of ancient peoples.

Copper, cornelian and paste beads discovered in grave N2 of Kvatskhelebi ceme-

tery, Kartli, were strung on rather thin thread which had been crystalized by copper rust.
According to the excavators, the tread revealed in the grave in question (2,800-90 BC)
was likely to have been made of flax-fiber. The information was provided to us by Mrs.
Lili Ghlonti, who we would like to express gratitude to.
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sthggmenmanyf Lodysmmdn Hyomd3gds nndomgxdol sdmbsbmods, mdnmnlidn
SMLgdnm ,30mgmasmgdml Mg3mbLEmndinobs s sthdgmenmaonmo 33ema30L 396EML”
dn385Mhongm, Moasb dnobds bymddm3sbgmads, nannsl Nbn33MLnEIE 0L 3Mmxigbmmads
bogmemb  0dodMmodndznmds 30Mm3gmo@  Logomm3zgmmdn, Ombol dm30d7d0
(Foooymmo) LHmMge ob Lgaolb doxzo smAMohnby, MMIMOMSE dOMEINIMN JoJdnls
00bo3Mmgd0 01g3BLoFgM 0o©I70L JuLM3bIL o 3073 Lyam 3MES bBal §nb aliEmMonao
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BACK 70 THE WORLD OF ARCHAEOLOGY

The desire of exploring the mystery of submerged cities and sunken ships is often stronger
than the innate disposition to treasure hunting. Mysticism and archaeology are inseparable when
it comes to underwater research. Development of this mysterious science requires high-priced
research and, therefore, it is available to only rich countries. So, it is a hundred times more plea-
surable that Georgia’s scientific space is becoming richer by new and interesting outcomes of
underwater archaeological research. In October 2019, with the aim of archaeological prospect-
ing, ‘St. Ilia’, the ship owned by Ilia State University embarked on a journey into the Black Sea.
As a consequence of three-day research, the expedition proved existence of an underwater island
near the historical Apsaros. According to Prof. Nikoloz Tushabramishvili, leader of the expedi-
tion, the discovery of the island is associated to the myth of Circe, the aunt of sorceress Medea.
It is interesting how convincing this opinion is and to what extent our country’s science could
be enriched as a result of conducting archaeological, geomorphological and paleo-hydrological
investigation of the coastal line of the Black Sea. Here is what archaeologist Nikoloz Tushabra-
mishvili thinks of how navigation developed in Georgia and what a modern maritime museum
should be like.

Navigation in Georgia
Nikoloz Tushabramishvili

In October 2019, in the frames of research grant program of institutional development, the
Center for Paleoenvironmental Reconstruction and Archaeological Research of Ilia State Uni-

versity carried out preliminary prospecting works at the Black Sea.
Primary aims of the research were:

* To conduct multidisciplinary maritime and underwater archaeological investigation of Geor

gia’s Black Sea coast;

* To launch purposeful scientific research to find out about presence of navigation in Georgia

from ancient times;

* To represent Georgia (ancient tribes, regions) as a country of rich history of navigation and

as a present seafarer;

* Based on archaeological, ethnographic and historical sources, to take first steps and create
the grounds for establishing a Georgian maritime museum with a replica of traditional Georgian

means of navigation which will be situated on the Black Sea coast, desirably, in Poti. From Poti,
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via the Rioni River, tours will be organized to the Rioni, Khobistskali, Pichori valleys and the
natural and cultural heritage sites situated on their banks by means of a rivercraft (an ancient type
of boat).

We were expecting the outcomes of our project would be very important from scientific and
state points of view, as well as in terms of foreign and internal politics by creating tourist infra-
structure of cultural heritage on Georgia’s Black Sea coast and in the valleys of 54 the Rioni and
Khobistskali in the future; intensifying relations with seafaring countries with regard to cultural
heritage and tourism.

Research was accomplished using the material-technical resources owned by the Iliauni,
which makes this university stand out from other higher educational institutions: the base of the
Iliauni in Grigoleti, the ship ‘St. Ilia’, which is equipped with scientific gear, motorboat ‘Kateri-
na’, scanner, etc.

The expedition comprised the staff of the university (archaeologist, geophysicists, engineers
and invited professional divers) and students. The received data was processed and is still being
studied by archaeologists, geophysicists, geomorphologists, etc.

On processing the data received through modern equipment, a three-dimensional model was

created.

1. Preliminary works/ collection of existing material

Before the field campaign I visited Batumi, Poti and the adjacent areas several times, where
I tracked down the existing data, information about the discovered archaeological artifacts and
the presumable location of their discovery (Adjara Museum, sailors, fishermen, local residents).

We set sail from Poti harbor with the ship and the motorboat (staying at sea for one night) for
Supsa, Tsikhisdziri and Gonio.

Local fishermen and seiner sailors pointed to several locations where they had retrieved ar-
chaeological material, including complete amphorae, from. Similar information was provided
by one of our divers who had found and retrieved an amphora from about a depth of 7 meters at
about 1.5-2.0 km off the shore.

Resulting from the gathered information, prospecting was conducted by ship (‘St. Ilia’) far
into the water (we sailed at about 10 km) as well as close to the shore.

As soon as something suspicious appeared on the scanner, the divers would dive and conduct
prospecting. It is remarkable that during our work visibility in the sea was very low and the divers
sought for presumable artifacts by guesswork.

Despite the above mentioned, thanks to the ship’s scanner and devices, we established many-
interesting facts which presently are far more important and valuable than discovering even sev-
eral artifacts.

Three, or, at least, two geological strata were evidenced at a few hundred meters off the shore
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of Tsikhisdziri, or Petra. It is a very interesting piece of information and requires further re-
search, as there arises a question — had the strata revealed by us been extension of ‘Petra’s’
lithological and cultural layers until this territory was submerged under the sea due to the rise
of sea level (marine transgression)?

The second most interesting and important discovery was recording an underwater island
at about 1.5-2.0km off the coast of Gonio (historical Apsaros).

Presently, the island is at 7 meters below the surface. Its area is 900m x 800 m (notably, it
was from this area that in previous years divers retreated an amphora). During our expedition
divers recovered samples of the surface layer of the island. As it appears at this stage of re-
search, the island is built of volcanic strata.

At a depth of about 60-70 m next to the island, the Chorokhi seems to have (once?) created
a robust canyon which separates the island from, presumably, the former land.

Our interest is intensified by the fact that the diagram and fluctuations established as a result
of international scientific research of the Black Sea echo with our assumptions that the present
submerged island previously was the part of the land (extension of Apsaros, its part) which the
Chorokhi River separated from the so called mainland, or has always been an island.

The table shows that given the fact that part of its surface is permanently washed by the
sea water and waves, about 3,500-1,000 years ago the present island of Gonio was 1-2 meters
above the sea level, while 8,500 years ago it was 11-14 meters above the sea level (in the case
it already existed).

These versions are supported by geological condition too, specifically, the coastal line of
Gonio-Sarpi is a system made up of solid, rock layers rather than that of sand or loam. In addi-
tion, it is impossible to share the opinion according to which the huge island of 900m x 800 m
of area and 60-70 meters of thickness had been created by the ballast brought and accumulated
by the Chorokhi River.

Even in the case the submerged island discovered by us was already an island and not part
of the land in any epoch interesting to us (in this case 8,500 — 1,000), it is undoubtful that it
was assimilated and used by the residents of the mainland in some way. We cannot say exactly
how long it would take the residents of Apsaros to reach the island by different means of water

transport, but today an ordinary motorboat takes 7 minutes to get there.

The outcomes of this short-term expedition are extremely important for the research of sea-
faring, navigation, archaeology and other prehistory and historical epochs, as well as from the
point of view of paleohydrological and geomorphological study of our coastal line. We hope

that this study will gain wider scales and will be used in other scientific directions too.




99

In our opinion, the discovery of the island, establishing of its parameters and its further in-
vestigation has huge potential of economic, educational and touristic development of the coun-
try. Therefore, we elaborated the pre-project proposal resulting from our standpoint.

This project must be the continuation of the previous project presented by us and it foresees
building a traditional ship, seacraft, establishing a maritime museum and development of navi-
gation tourism by means cultural heritage and the rivers of natural heritage sites.

The discovery of the island reminded us of the myth of Circe, the aunt of sorceress Medea.
We sought for the information about Circe in various sources, but here we will discuss part of
the shortest and the most known version, specifically, according to mythology, she lived on the
Island of Aeaea (Apollonius of Rhodes. Argonautica, III, 311; IV, 559).

In Greek circus means both a circle and a falcon (probably, considering the analogy of a cir-
cle written in the air). Apparently, without the depths of the semantics of Georgian language it
will be difficult to find out presumable links. The point is that in Georgian gorgola, rgoli, grgoli,
grkali, rko have nearly the same meaning as circe, especially the Svanian likirke — rolling, girk-
ad — around phonetically come closer to the name of Circe (Wikipedia).

Years Episods Events Level fluctuations Sea level slow rising up to present (I, II) Sea level
is low - 1 =2 m 1.000 Dzemetinian Nymphaean (Istrian) transgression + 1 + 3 m Bugazian-Vi-
teazian Transgression over the low land + 3 — 5 m 3 500 Kalamitian (,,New Black Sea“) Buga-
zian-Viteazian Phanegorian regression. First Hellenic colonists on the western coast transgres-
sion over the low land -5 -8m + 3 — 5 m 8,500 Upper Neo-Euxinian The sea level rose quickly
(rivers and the melting water from the glaciers). “Neo-Euxinian acceleration”. Overpass the
Bosphorus sill towards the Aegean Sea (?). Bosphorus III. (Ostashkovian, Allerodian) — 10-12
m Middle Neo-Euxinian The Black Sea isolated. la 18.000 maximum of regression - 100-120
m 28- 23,000 Lower Neo-Euxinian Gradual lowering of the sea level. 43- 30,000 Sourozhian
transgression The sea level rose to actual level The Danube flowing into the Black Sea basin
Marine influences.Bosphorus I — 10 + 1 m 72- 45,000 Post-Karangatian regression. Oligoha-
line water. It is interrupted connections with the Mediterranean Sea and Caspian Sea— 60 - 70 m
70- 90,000 Karangatian (RissWurm, Mikulinian) trangression. Bosphorus I In connection with
Mediteranean Sea and Caspian Lake + 8 - 12 m 125 000 Upper PaleoEuxinian (= Riss glacial)
regression. Caspian fauna (?) - 100 m Middle PaleoEuxinian (Uzumlar=RissMindel) transgres-
sion In connection with Caspian Lake (=Bakunian episode) + 20 - 40 m Lower PaleoEuxinian
(= Mindel) Regression Fossil mammals from Tiraspol transgression + 100-130 m Lower Ceau-
dian (= Gunz glacial) regression fossil mammals from Taman-Nogaysk - 150 m Interestingly,
the island discovered by us has a shape of a circle, a ring.

This comparison might sound very superficial and seem lacking in argument, but it motivates
us towards further contemplation and research. Moreover, ‘the personality of Circe has become

a subject of scholarly discussion. In his fundamental work ‘Comparative Phenomenology of
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Epic Poetry of All Times and People’, Bowra writes: “Circe’s island of Aeaea could be a later ver-
sion of a certain place off the Black Sea coast which had formerly been discovered and introduced
in the tale of the Argonauts” (the above mentioned work. Stuttgart, 1964, p. 146). Apollod. 1, 9, 1
(24); ep.7, 14-19; ep. 7, 36-37 (Wikipedia) source — Akaki Gelovani, ‘Mythological Dictionary’.

1983.

Hopefully, we will be able to continue marine research. It is very interesting not only from the
archaeological point of view, but from that of geomorphological and paleohydrological study of

the Black Sea coast as well. It will make possible for us to establish the ancient channel of the

Chorokhi River, the epoch of creating the canyon, the determining factors, etc.
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EDUCATIONAL PART

For adults only

This voyage of our wmagazine will help adults get
information about the country>s past and monuments.

This time we will talk about caves and will introduce
Kakaskhidi and Bondi caves to you.

A cave is a large cavity in the upper layer of the Earth>s
crust. It comes out through holes on the surface of the
ground.

There are about 1500 caves in Georgia.

The biggest cave of Baghdati is the Kakaskhidi cave,
which is located in the south part of the village Kakaskhidi,
on the left side of the Khanistskhali river. It is possible that
natural formations will be observed again in the Khaniskali
river valley, which will create a favorable environment for
the development of tourism.

The Bondi Cave is located Near Baghdati, Upper side of
Imereti, on the terrvitory of village Tsivkhvali,. This cave is
important because it was the first place where twisted and

dyed flax threads, and a pre-modern human tooth, were
found.
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